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Abstract 
This research aims to propose the best solutions for the development of Romanian basketball providing a brief analysis of the 
National Basketball League from the perspective of national interest. 
We propose to consider some aspects characterizing male teams in the league during the competitive years 2011-2012 and 
2012-2013, based on the assumption that Romanian players cannot get results in prestigious international competitions 
because there is no Romanian basketball championship to speak of for them to participate in. 
Besides analyzing the main parameters of the basketball championship game, we will try to show that the participants in the 
national basketball championship are Romanians only in a proportion of 20%. Thus, the national interest and good results in 
prestigious international competitions, as was assumed by RBF, cannot be met by the senior national team of Romania, that is 
made up from players who took part in our national championship. 
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V.  
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1. Main text 
In recent years, the first echelon of basketball in Romania underwent multiple transformations due to changes 
in the game rules made by the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) or reforms and transformations in 
organizing and coordinating the basketball game imposed by the Romanian Basketball Federation (RBF). Our 
research concerning the senior championship required an analysis based mainly on statistical recording of games 
and free access to such records which was possible due to the implementation of reforms by the RBF. 
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We based our study on the Extract from the Statute of the Romanian Basketball Federation, from January 2009 
and on the Specific Rules of National Basketball League, the 2012-2013 editions, approved by the Federal 
Bureau of the RBF on the 2nd of July 2012 and on the 9th of April 2012: 
 Chapter I - General Provisions, Section I, name, purpose, organization, Article 2, paragraph a): RBF is 
organized and operates as a unique sportive structure of national interest in Romania [...] (RBF, 2009) 
 Chapter III - Members RBF - Sports structures - Section V - Duties and responsibilities of members of the 
RBF, Article 42 - Main responsibilities and duties of RBF members are: [....] c - to represent with dignity 
Romanian basketball nationally and internationally and contribute to delivering prestigious results in the 
Olympic Games, World Championships, European Championships, Balkan Championships and at all 
international tournaments …(RBF, 2009) 
 12 players can be placed on the score sheet of which no more than six (6) can be foreign players (regardless of 
country of origin). (RBF, 2012) 
 The requirement that a Romanian player should be in the field throughout the game was repealed by the 
General Meeting of RBF on May 07, 2012. (RBF, 2012) 
Do we understand from these texts that Romanian players and even Romanian coaches, represented by their 
clubs in the RBF, represent with dignity basketball at national level? They are obliged by this statute to achieve 
prestigious results in international competitions (and here we refer to the National Romanian Basketball Team 
(Badea Miss and Bica, 2012). 
In this section we try to provide some solutions for the development of Romanian basketball. We propose to 
analyze some aspects of the first echelon of Romanian male basketball teams during 2011-2012 and 2012-2013, 
based on the assumption that underlies our hypothesis that Romanian players cannot get prestigious results in 
international competitions because there is no Romanian basketball championship. 
2. Method  
The research methods used in this work are the following: 
 Documentation that included theoretical and practical aspects of sports performance, regulations, specific 
basketball methodologies, books, manuals, handbooks, journals, games video, the RBF’s and the FIBA’s 
website and other specialized sites. 
 The observation was based on a strategy related to the structural content of the participating teams in the 
league, descriptions, classifications and conclusions constituting the starting point of our research. 
 Statistical and mathematical methods led to the centralization of games parameters of the teams participating 
in our study and we also compare the results of the different criteria that we have proposed. 
The research content is quite vast, therefore we limited ourselves to presenting only the most important results 
and analyses. We analyzed 15 teams who took part in the National Championship Male A Division between 2011 
and 2012 (except the withdrawn team CS Otopeni) and from the data presented in Table 1, we see that out of 241 
players only 55% are Romanian players (132) with a relatively uneven distribution of game positions. Each team 
has an average of three guards and four forwards and on the 5th position – the center – there is only an average of 
1.26 players / team. It must be said that many clubs cannot cover the post of center with two Romanian players. 
The rest of 45% are players from other countries, who played during the period analyzed. 
Regarding the 2012-2013 championship, we can notice that for all the 16 teams the number of players 
increased by 13 except for the Romanian team where the number of players decreased by 4 players (128 players), 
the resulting percentage being 50.39%, which is 5% lower than the previous year. Each team has an average of  
2.4 guards, 4 forwards and on the 5th position – center – there is an average of 1.5 players / team (as mentioned 
earlier, in the previous year for the central position many clubs did not have 2 Romanian players). 49.61% of the 
players from the National Basketball League are players from other countries, 42% of them from former 
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Yugoslavia, 43.5% from the United States and the rest from countries such as Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Bahamas, Senegal, Australia, Germany, Nigeria and the Czech Republic. 
  Table 1. Distribution of basketball players from the National Basketball League by positions and countries of origin 
Players  /  Country 
2011-2012 2012-2013 
ALL Guards  Forwards  Centre   ALL Guard Forward Centre    
ROMANIA 132 45 68 19 128 39 65 24 
YUGO 42 12 20 10 53 21 21 11 
Serbia 32 10 16 6 40 15 17 8 
Montenegro 4 1 2 1 5 1 2 2 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 0 0 2 3 2 0 1 
Croatia 4 1 2 1 5 3 2 0 
USA 53 25 20 8 55 26 22 7 
Other   14 4 6 4 15 4 9 4 
TOTAL 241 86 114 41 254 91 117 46 
 
A closer analysis of the Romanian Basketball Championship, in our opinion, could be achieved only on 
players who "play", i.e. players who during the regular season have accumulated a total of 10 games and played 
for at least 10 minutes / game on the average. 
Applying this criterion to the 2011-2012 championship, on the 28 stages of our investigation, and not on one 
of the teams in the league - CS Politehnica Iasi, who for financial reasons participated in a figurative way with an 
uncompetitive team, a dramatic situation resulted for the "ROMANIAN" Basketball Championship for Senior A 
Division. Thus, during 2011-2012, only 50 of the 132 players were Romanian players and ranked according to 
this criterion (a proportion of 38%). The other players were from the former Yugoslavia (whom we labelled 
Yugo) - 26%, from the United States of America - 30% and from other countries with more or less famous 
basketball schools (Russia, Canada, Germany, Czech Republic, Belarus, Lithuania etc.). 
The 132 players who took part in 10 games and played over 10 minutes were distributed on various positions 
as follows: 37.9% guards, 16.6% forwards and 45.5% centres, each of the 15 teams playing with only 8.8 players 
out of which 3.3 were guards, 4 forwards and only 1.5 centres. 
Applying the same criteria for the National Basketball League, for the same period, we have 164 players out of 
which 55 Romanian players (a percentage of 33.5%). Although the percentage has decreased by 4.5%, we are 
pleased that the number of Romanian players increased by 5 as compared to the previous year. The other players 
were from ex-Yugoslavia (29.2%), from the United States (28.6%) and other countries (10.3%). 
The 164 players were distributed on various positions as follows: - a total of 62 players, representing 37.9% 
guards, 71, or 43.4%, forwards and 19.6% centres. Each of the 16 teams in the Romanian Basketball League 
played with 10.3 players, out of which 3.9 guards, 4.4 forwards and 2 centres. We must also mention that during 
this season coaches gave more players the chance to play more than 10 minutes in almost every game. 
Table 2. Distribution of basketball players from the National Basketball League by position and country of origin (only 
players over 10 games and over 10 minutes / game played 
Players  /  Country 
2011-2012 2012-2013 
ALL Guards  Forwards  Centre   ALL Guard Forward Centre    
ROMANIA 50 15 27 8 55 18 24 13 
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Players  /  Country 
2011-2012 2012-2013 
ALL Guards  Forwards  Centre   ALL Guard Forward Centre    
YUGO 34 12 15 7 48 19 18 9 
Serbia 25 10 11 4 34 13 15 6 
Montenegro 3 1 2 0 4 1 1 2 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 0 0 2 3 2 0 1 
Croatia 4 1 2 1 5 3 2 0 
USA 40 20 16 4 47 19 21 6 
Other   8 3 2 3 17 6 8 4 
TOTAL 132 50 60 22 164 62 71 32 
 
Figure 1. Distribution of players in the league by countries 
 
The data in Table 2 for the two competition years under consideration reveal the fact that the Romanian 
basketball players could not cover all the positions if they were to play with 2 guards, 2 forwards and 1 centre. 
Thus, all the positions of the game in both competition years cannot be fully covered by one Romanian player for 
the analyzed teams that played at least 10 matches with an average of 10 minutes per game. 
The analysis shows that from the 15 guards (2011-2012) only 4 are over 50% according to the statistical 
parameters given by the RBF – first five - starter, so they were considered as starters in half of the matches. 
Regarding the 8 Romanian players from the central position who played more than 10 minutes, 4 of them are 
starters in the team, while the 13 forwards out of the 27 frequently played in the first five.  
For the 2012-2013 season of the National Basketball League, starters in more than 50% of the games were 2 of 
the 18 guards who played in 10 games for about 10 minutes, 11 of the 24 guards and 4 of the 13 centres. 
As a remark on the Romanian basketball players in the league, from the perspective of the Romanian National 
Team’s coach, objective selection possibilities to form a representative team for Romania for 2013 include about 
17 players (2 guards, 11 forwards and 4 centres), out of which seven are older than 30. 
Comparing the main parameters of the Romanian players (selected on the basis of matches and minutes 
played), during the two competitive seasons of the first echelon basketball teams in Romania to the parameters 
obtained by the foreign players in the main basketball school- ex-Yugoslavia (Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia) and the U.S. we can see that they are representative in number and relatively uniformly 
distributed on positions. We collected data in the following tables for several indicators and parameters which are 
suggestive for the basketball game and compared them in a suggestive colour scale: the best values are red and 
green and the lowest values are blue. 
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Table 3. Mean values obtained by players by posts and country of origin in 2011-2012                Table 4. Mean values obtained in 2012-2013 
 
 
 
We can notice that in Tables 3 and 4 the blue colour prevails regarding the Romanian players. 
The values of height and age denote a potential for Romanian players on most positions. Regarding an 
important parameter of basketball, Points, the graphical representation (Figure 2 and 3) is suggestive in terms of 
the comparison between Romanian players and the ex-Yugoslav and U.S. players. Big differences could be seen 
between guards and forwards. 
 
Figure 2. Comparative analysis of the parameter points scored (average / game)  
by positions and by nationality in 2011-2012  
 
 
Figure 3. Comparative analysis of the parameter points scored (average / game)  
by positions and by nationality in 2012-2013  
 
The comparative analysis shows that the Romanian basketball players are inferior to "foreigners" in the 
efficiency parameter, which is very low for guard and forward positions, positions that are normally quite well 
represented at junior and youth level with a wide selection area due to anthropometric requirements (height is not 
a requirement). We can say that there is either a training problem regarding junior and youth players, or merely a 
problem of selection process and access to the first echelon team. For all the positions we note a decrease of the 
average values of game efficiency during the 2012-2013 season as compared to the previous season. 
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Figure 4. Comparative analysis of the parameter efficiency (average / game)  
by positions and by nationality in 2011-2012  
 
 
Figure 5. Comparative analysis of the parameter efficiency (average / game)  
by positions and by nationality in 2012-2013  
 
The senior national team is made up of 15 basketball players, out of which 14 are from the first echelon of 
Romania basketball and one from another championship. Analyzing the performance of the 14 national players of 
the National Basketball League during 2012-2013, the average at % starter is about 34%, accumulating on 
average nearly 18 minutes of play / game. Also, in Table 5, we recorded the averages of these 14 players, 
members of the national team, and we found that they scored very poorly for the parameters efficiency and points. 
We can rightfully ask the following questions: How is it possible for the national group of players on centre 
positions to score lower for the the parameter efficiency than the championship average?  What are the criteria for 
the selection process for the national team? 
Table 5. Averages of players in the National Basketball League Male Basketball players of the national team of 
Romania  
Position No. Height  
(cm) 
Games  
(average) 
% starter Minute / 
Game 
Efficiency Points 
Guard 5 187.2 27.4 38.7 20.4 6.0 6.3 
Forward 4 199.3 26.8 29.5 18.5 8.0 6.9 
Centre 5 212.4 25.4 33.1 15.4 8.3 6.6 
All  14  26.53 33.76 18.1 7.43 6.6 
3. Conclusion 
Our study supports the validity of our hypothesis, according to which Romanian players cannot achieve 
prestigious results in international competitions because they do not have a ROMANIAN basketball 
championship. Thus, the result achieved by the Romanian national team in the last qualifying campaign at 
EuroBasket Slovenia 2013 is suggestively shown in Figure 6. [6] 
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Figure 6. Group D standings in the qualification phase for EuroBasket Slovenia 2013 
 
Regarding the players who have played over 10 games and over 10 minutes per game, the RBF statistical 
parameters given in terms of the average of % starter (first five players) are 35.6% for Romanian players, 72.0% 
for the ex-Yugoslav players and 70.1% for the U.S. players. 
We conclude that the "first five" team in the Romanian Championship consists of two ex-Yugoslavs, two 
Americans and one Romanian. Through a forced analogy, our hypothesis is valid in a proportion of 4/5, and we 
have a senior basketball national championship made up of only 20% Romanians. 
So, the parameters national interest and obtaining prestigious results in international competitions, as assumed 
by the RBF cannot be satisfied by the senior national team of Romania, composed mostly of players from the 
National Basketball League, where they do not have the opportunity to perform adequately in official matches. 
Having that in mind, the number of Romanian basketball players who are active in other more powerful leagues 
(in Europe or North America) is very low. 
Our proposal as a solution to this study is that the change in regulations and game rules mentioned at the 
beginning of our paper should focus on the junior and youth basketball teams. 
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